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. The Priface. 


ſtance ; may be legaly-: confiſcated, 
xhenſoever they. refuſe to - take an 
oarh; or frequear a Church ,. contra- 
ry to their conſcience ? what com- 
merce or correſpondence can we ex- 
 p<& trom beyond the. S2as , when he 
that this day 4s an-able.Banquier a- 
gmongſt vs , tomorrow muſt turn 
Bankrupt , if he will not concrefait 
-hitnſelf. a Canformiſt. The Tenants 
+ Cattle and Corn 4nay be ſeiſed vpon 
{and by cunſequence the Landlord 
deprived of his Revenus ) whenive- 
wer aceremonious Parſon, or an offi= 
cious Church-warden, or a malicious 
neigbor will infoxm, that they come 
- Not to the comwibn Prayer, or Come 
gunion; ſo.that | 07 Ker 
rwo of England, ' in a few 
_ two o—_—_ ths Kingdom will 
deſtroyed. 
If our penal ſtatuts againſt Non- 


conformiſts,did make this Monarchy * 


as peaceable as they make it poor, 

haps ſom Pulititians might ithiok i 
adviſable to continue them. Burſcing 
it s impoſſible to govern an empove- 
riſh't multitude without a ſtanding 
Army ( which-England will hardly 
we 4 ) and thar Religion perſecu- 
ted makes Rebellivn plauſible , all 


filintereſſed perſons may with reaſon | 


gdmire , that the Bi 
gonotereſs and pray for liberty of 
&vnſcicnce. For , though they ſhowd 


* 


> | 


themſelves : 


« future inconveniencies, yet the 
- not+be- ſo,inſenſtble as to ſorger the 


| 


i 


| 


be ſo ſhorteſighited asmot to ſoroſes 


y Cans 


former effects of prrſecur. Andihey 
will find great difficulty in perſuz- 
ding eventhe moſt devored to their 
own ealling, that che {ame cauſe wit 
not. produce in» 70. the ſame cffedts 
ave have fclt-lince qo. itihey imagin 
thar theic-ſpirirualcenfures will pre- 
vail againſt the remporalpower of a 
diſcontented- mukiride , they muſt 
maintain- ( contrary to late experien» 
ce) tharGad will work Miracles to 
ſupport the Church of England a- 
ru Presbyterian ſcRarics. F As for 
the Kings reſtquration (I confeſs-it 
looks like a Miracle,but why eurEn- 
gliſh Biſh /ps ſhould attribur ſo grear 
a bleſhng rather to Geds :will of 
cauntenancing their-ſtrange caradter, 
then to. his will efcontinuing lawfal 
Monarchy , or of: manifelting the 
Jate Kings innocency , or of reward- 
ing the.conſtaney, and of relieving 
the indighity of the Cavaleer party, 
can nevettbe ynderſtood by any -thar 
knows the grounds of our Proteſtant 
Epiſcopacy, and how.it was raiſed by 
Q. Elizabeth rather to exclude the 
ſucceſſion of the Srevards from the 
Grown, then to eſtabliſh a ſutceſſion 
of true Biſhops in the Church. There 
is much more reaſon to think thar his 
Myjelties reltauration. was decreed 
q by 


by God inordertothie- performance 

of his Declaration at Breds for liberty 

of conſcience , then in order: to the 

non-performance of-ſo publick and . 
folemn a promiſe. 

Aud albeit I cannot fay that onr 
defired peace will beſo-abſolurly ſe». 
cured” by. liberty.- of: conſcience in 
England, as. it is4n other Eountries- 
by the Teners and vniformity of the 


that perſecutton for promoting Pre-- 
Jarick Proteſtancy Al rackbetcrins | 
-our.- confuſtens , - then- work our- 
ednverſion; not only becausthenons-. | 
conformifts, are the more numerous. 
party and by conſequence can hard- | 
y be forc*tto obey laws againſt their. 
 Conſceince; butalſo becaus itis con- 
feſſed by. the very Prelaticks ,.thar- | 
Chriftians may be faved though they. 
ES 
England; 1 ythar- 
ft ane Fran do trin and- 
diſciplin., may. be damned-for fo 
doing , becaus it 15afallible ( and'by 
confraticd for- ought they -or-any 
one knows-a fals) Ehureh. "That a- 
Church: believed: by the- members 
therof ro be infallible, —_— 
way of falvation, doth'p! . 


25 revolt from its fairh and'vbedience 
isthought by ſome a rational(though- 
by Ea ) practiſe: bur that 
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Roman Religion : yer is is manifeſt; | 


is. 2 fundamental Article , that th 
I Church te all: Chris- 
ian Congregations-( y conſe» 
quence it wt) hath OP! r-may- 
err indoGtin , ſhould perſecute'ſi 
as revolt from i, or _ of a:contras 
ry , for-having a ſtronger 
fanth, nded'vpon Chrifts promis- 
of AI anda betrer- 
their own Churches doftrin-, ſeems- 
not agreable tothe rules of the Gho» 
ſpel , nor of human prudence: For, 
whether the Proteſtants ſetaries pere 
ſaafion of their own privat ſpirits in» 
wt orthe F Eatholicks- 
 fallibility,be crrueorfals, the @hurch - 
of Enghud witli never be able toper-. 
faade or prove ,. that any: Ghriſtans - 
oughr-to be porſecured by-penal ane 
fanguinary ftaruts-,. for- nor exchan»-. 
ging that aſſurance of Divine. faith - 
polſblicy.of ben wilt tn 3h 
9s "then Gor NT 


— 


. | of two evils- the leaft ought to be- 


choſeh, andthatif liberry-of 'conſci» 
ence be an evil, it isaJefFone then- 
perſecution, becaus-it wif cauſe leſs. 
dangers and+ diſturbances in the 
Nations, then laws-which force the 


the Church. of England; wherof it: 


« 


+: It ſeems robe againſt the rules as 
-yell of piety as of policy , to-contt- 
\nue the penal an4danguinary ftatuts 
-in favor of the conteſled!y fallible 
-Church.of England. 

- And when T plead for liberty of 
..conſcience in England for Presbyte« 
-Fians and Fanaticks ,JT hope it will nor 
be ill taken tharI'beg the ſame' free. 
-dom ard favor: = dow wn me 
licks, eſpecially if Tprove'(asT h 
-yndertaketf\') = 
-not orily more found in poirit' of 
<Chriftiatity',-burmore"ſafs in; order 

to as > rnmert,-chen any others. 

Ani 

trueſaying, thar rhis' greaceſt Clerks 
.are wer pb eek and by con« 


ſequence: > oops 1p. 
:For governing a yordlings that are 


_ not Divines, or as wranglers thar are 
Lawyers; yeT humbly conceive that 
when the mm of « mow 

mentproceed notfromn want of gui 

| or reſolution in the Councel, 

Sur from want of faith, or ( which 
& the ſame') from an acknowledged 

wncertainty of faitt-in-the Church , 

-Catholick Divines (ſeing we areuns- 
mimous in matters of he! 
and do perſuade the beſt parrof Chrie 


Nendom thar our Churctv's infallible 
4n the fame; and- if heard, we donbt 
mor ro prevail with theſe Britiſh Na» 
Hons alſo toccredit'vs inthat irapore / 


= 


.our-principles- are | 


neh it be a- common and 


| 
{ 


The Prefiie: 


| 


|. 


Y z not deft 


rant poſnt, however improbable 7 = 
may ſeem: to them at firſt-ſighr )-I 
hape this ſuppoſed, we Catholick Di» 


vines may without offence pretend 


tO be better able to ſhew and falve 
the ſpiritual” fore of this ſtate , then 
atly Proteſtant Stariſts or ſchoolmen, 
who- wantſufficient unity, and aſſu» 
rance of faith.in themſelves, to make 
their cnreand carecredible to others. 

'Seing' therfore the foundation not 
only of Chriſtian Religion , but of a 
peaceable government;'doth conſift 
ima firm perſuahon of the people go- 


'verned: , chat the do&rin- profeſſed 


nd eſtabliſhed: by Law \is infallible, 
and of Divine inſpiration, norof hu- 
man'mvention-; and by<orfſequence 
that the-Yecrees und determinations 


-of the State ( which-in alt:Govern 


mem ought robe - rtioned to 
the' do&rin of its 'Church/):are laws 
full, and intended for the common 
or devices to fool 
multitude, feed theminiftery, or 
favor the'foveraign; and thar not on- 
ly evidenceof faſſhood ,-bur vncers« 
rainty'of truth, in-matters of Chris 
.s mult needs render the 


Chuck entre therpro fechn 


More of a Turkiſhlavery then f--a 
Chriſtian: Saciety ,-or.of- a civil ſub» 
ordination to publick authority , and 
(therfore-) the cauſe of continual 
difcontents 9.and frequent rebellions; 
and that no Church but the Roman 
Catholick , dath'as. much as pretend, 
or can perſuade, its own Ex 
in matters of Religion; ſcing I fay 
this is manifeſt by reaſon TG 
wofull late experiences, I-queſtion 
not -but that the- Parliament: will be 
to tak&ingood 
le propoſal of ſaving 
offerling this ſtate , by the doin of | 
the Roman Citholick: Church , and 
by the. Revenues of the Proteſtane 


Prelatick Clergy j elpecially-if the | 


corruptionsof Scripture, andfalfifie - 
cations-of. Councells - and Fathers, 
wherwith Ido charge that' Clergy - 
Cond wherby wragh cram i 
their ProteRtancy ors 
Rrared ih vhis Treatiſe; and-paticnily + 
heard in apublick:Tfials 
It's now abbyea Sry 
Hfice the. great, Scarſwien of Engl 
have employed their wit and induſt- 
; Jeviing 


ry s in- g howto ferle Monar- | 


hy ypon Protettancy z-bur. (vader | 


favor ). we Catholick - Divines do 
Thew (and all Proteſtants ray. fulpeR 
byrhe ſucceſs?) thar in ſo'g af 


this hume 
Car ſGuls, and 4 


AS 7 , 
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of yeats | | 


air they have procveded like vnskilh- / 


*"F 


be ———_—_— 


ves. altogetherin-proportioning a 
adarning'the ſuperſtryQures ,- Sr 
out inquiring into the ſtrength-and 


ſolidiry of thefcundationtThey miſo 

_ for ſtonez ty ce 

orarue*Scxipture:, 4lay! miniſtery- 
for a wfure OT fove= 

raign r a fpiri UPremacy 5- 
They Jayd for the firſt ſiogs of theie- 
Newfabrik;, a fwotr- ſpiritnabrebe 
lion ( theoath of ſupremacy) agai 

the chief Prehatand common r 
of all Chriſtendom $.- Peters Syicechs - 
for. No marvail-then if this fundati= 

on yeelded, and the whole fabrik fell 

tothe ground in our late 


for , by an evident 

wal noms it is4s lawful 
:Pforeftants- to-depole Kings s us - 

Popes, by yerwe of their paivat and * 

arbitrary interpretations of ſcript 

Inorychitading chelogts 


'can be abſolute os ſecure among Pro» - 
reſtants ? 'The-dlame arguments, the-: 
ſaine texts-of Seriprars, the ſane ſpi- 

rit, the ſame interpretations of God's * 
Word, that . Luther, Cahvin-( Crammy © 
and4ll other. Proteſtantsobjeted, as. 


_ 
x 


pai { the Popes ſupreme ſpiritual aus 
ity » did the Presbyrerians , and 
other” Proreſtants preſs ( by. an vn- 
Mſwerabte paralel ) againſt the on 
ing's temporal Soveraignty. Where 
fore is much robe feared that not- 


withſtanding tlie extraordinary pru« 
dence of out government, we ſhall be 
—_— irivolved iri as great trou- 
bles and datigers , as formerly; - and 
that the pfivar ſpifit ,. and' Engliſh 
Scripture ( interpreted by Proteſs 
rants -) will prevail againſt lawfull 
Monarchy, whenſoevet the like cit- 
cumſtances do coricuri; vit. a Zea- 
lous Parliament, a mild King, a co- 
vetous Clergy ,. a ſtubborn people, 
and refolute Rogues to lead them, 
and declare to the Multirude their 
own ſtrength , as wel as the funda- 
mental -principles and priviledges'of 
all Proteſtant. Refortnarions- | 
In Catholick Commonwetlths all 


| 


F theſe circumſtances do meet ( the | 


inciples af Proteſtancy only exces 
ted ) and yet the Catholick ſubjects 
remain immoveable in their obedien- 
ceinr <- of = BORE _ autho- 
| their Church at Cages 
which in privat confeſhions,'andpu 
litk exhortations contintaly ineuk 


eat,how inconfiſtant any privator ars 


biteary | interpretation -of Scripture 
andy conſequence any pterext of 


over the Soveraign) -iz 


© * 
5 


® Ie 


Y 
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with the Chriſtianity and obſequiz 
ouſnes of Catholick faith; and hcw 
pn a part it" is of thatſaithto 
zehieve not only 'that'the Church is 
infallible in itsdoarin, but alſo thar 
temporal Soveraigns are Gods Vice- 
regents; and abſolut in their govern=- 
mefit, and rhieffore as ſuch, ought ro 
be revered, and obeyed. And when 
( by reaſon of heavy taxes; or other 
fuch accidents') the fire of ſedition 
fomtinies breaks forth attiong Catho=- 
licks, itis ( — ſpeaking ) ſud- 
denlyquencht by the authority and 
ſeverity of the Clergits Cenſures a- 
zamſt the Authors, or by the devo- 
tion and reverence which even the 
moſt Trreverent of our profeſſion ex+ 
hibit ro'the Bleſſed Sacrament of the 
Altar,that is ſhewn (vpon ſuch emers- 
gencies ) to the mutinous people, 
which ( notwithſtanding theif fary 
and madneſs) immediatly fall dowa 
to adote their God and Redeemer 3 
and for reſpe& of hirtt ( whom they 
beleeveto be #ealy preſent) are appea- 
ſed or arleiſt give ear totheir Paſ- 
tors reaſons dhd exhortations , with 
mote patience and better ſucceſs then 


4 afry Proteſtant people in the like oc» 


ca{1ons.Whetfore though we Catho« 
licks ſhould grant ( as we neither doz 
tior can ) that the Proreſtaiit- or Pre= 
latick reforrfiatiof! is as fake a way to 
Heaven , as the Roman Religion, yet 
T 3 me? 


- 


—_ Proteſtants as _ 
to live z or - 
ouſly, ought 4 prete! Hy be. 
fore Proteltancy. 
That K. Henry 
height of an amourous paſſion was ſo 
blinded, that ( to ſatisfy his- carnal 
luſt ) he aſſumed and annexed a ſpiri- 
tual ſupremacy to.a temporal Crown 
may be attributed to! the fondneſs 
—_ fancies of love. That a Babe-(K. 
Edward 6.) was mn with ſuch ohet 
ble as that fame ſu » may 
im tothe a of his —_ 
and to the imprudence of his Yncle 
and PcoteQor Somerſet, who by pro» 
.moting that Oarh,and the Proteſtavt 
zeformation , pur the Ki m into 
a Babylonical confuſion. That Duds 
Duke of Northvmberland ( ſeing 
the Church and ſtate fo. confoun. . 
fed) did ground a title for theLady 
Fane Grey, and oy 3 oy the 
Crown , vpont inciples and Ze- 
al of Proceltancy, £ bite the ordinary 
ra&iſe-of Polirians ; that the Lady 
Elizabeth did .reynive her-Fathers ſu- 
premacy and the Proteſtapt.zeforma- 
tion , wherby alone ſhee could pre- 
rend to be Jegirimat ( againſt two 
ads of Parliament never yet repeald) 
not ſo blameable in her , as in tham 
that but four years:hefore , had 'by , 
an vnanimous vote in both Houſes 


Keclared vn Bullens marriage voyd., 


The Brefaes 


8. ig the heat and 


and that fame ſu y , and Proj 
 teſtancy to be ar That K. Iames 
did pardon and promote his mother 
murtherers, avd conform himſelf to 
that Religion. wherby ſhce and him« 
oy - ſo Jong excluded-from 
their right , was-great clemency., or 
a cuning com + £4ng wha 
he covId hardly have - his 
ends,and reftored the line of the Srex« 
arts to the Britiſh Empire.: Thar K. 
Charles 1. did endeavour by-Otdis 
nances and-Laws to reſtrain and re- 
duce the variety of Proteſtantopini 
ons ( grounded ypon- the ny 
anterpreting Scripture) to ſome kini 
of vauformiry , and ſubordination to 
Princes and Prelats , hadi+bin an a&of 
great prudence if-it had notſhaken 
and ſhock't the very flindation' of all 
—_ CR » that = 
iſts in an arbitrary in 
the obſcure Texts of ;comptnen, Hom 


Fr ſort- wars yy rv 
.and covenant againſt the. King and 
Biſbogg 


fp 


ks 


, for endeavoring to deprive 
them of this their Evangelical liberty 
of the Reformation, was but a natu- 
ral refulc - the oy —_——_ 

inciple of Prote . Thar Oli 
31x ou ] by enttihin Zeal 
and piety , and by humoring the pri- 
wat ſpirits and interpretations of Pro- 
teſtant $:Raries, did ruin his King , 
and rais himſelf from a mean ſubje&, 
to be abſolur Soveraign , needs not to 
be enumerared among the caſualties, 
or favors of fortun, there being not 
any thing more feaſible then to de- 
throne a Proteſtane Monarch by his 
own Religion ; becauſcit is _—_— 
bur-an arbitrary interpretation 
Scripture, and by conſequence gives 
fuch a latirud for juſtifying rebellion 
vpon the ſcore of refining the refor- 
mation'by a new ſenſe of Scripture, 
that every Proteſtant ( withou: vio- 
haing the principles, but rather ſtic- 
king to the _ _ of Protef- 
tancy ) may embrace ity more plea- 
ſing and och ſenſe * the Text , 
however fo prejudicial it prove to his 
hwful Soveraign, or however con. 
- An ſenſe of Scripture 
liſhed by law , or by a&ts of vai- 
formi 


Don. that notwithſtanding ſo ma- 


ny warnings and wars as we have had, | 
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fir to comitme the fame vnfuccefsful} 
cours of ſetling Monarchy, the ſame 
ſtaturs wherby Q. þ exclu» 
ded the right firs and now reigning 
family, the ſame fundamental Tener 
of the Reformation wherby every 
ſubje& is made inrerprerer of Scrip- 
rure, and by conſequence Tudge of 
his Soveraign , and of the Govern= 
ment ( which muſt be fubordinateto 
Scripture) is not only to me, but to 
the Chriſtianworld, the cauſe of grea- 
teſt admiration. And becaugevery 
Religion ' hath ſome incomprehen» 
ſible myſteries , I wilt number this 
among thoſe of Proteſtancy ; _ bur 
withall maſt beg pardon for thinking 
that ir is rather agamft, then above 
reaſon; for, to grant the principle, 
wherupon the independency or So- 
veraignty of every proteſtant ſubje& 
is grounded; and yet to make Ads . 
of Parliament(in favor of the Church 
of England ) againſt the ſame ſubjects 
independency, or Soveraignty , is a 
kind of contradition. So diſcerning 
a people as the Engliſh, can hardly be 
hindred from ſeing the manifeſt con- 
nexion that is between the proteſtant 
ſubjeRs liberty of interpreting Scrip- 
ture, and the not ſubmitring their 
judgments, or ations to any human 
laws or Government, if con to 
their own interpretations. And fo 


Religious and ſcrupulous a peop'e as 
they 


they are,will not\be eaſily perſuaded, 
thatan A&of Parliament is ſufficient 
to diſpznſe with their obligation and 
inclination of ſticking to that funda- 
mental Tenet of Proteſtancy, 

I confeſs that in ſome Countreys 
.( as in France ) the Proteſtant people 
are now keptin ſo great ſubjetion , 
that they dare not go ſo far as the 
principles of Proteſtancy lead; and in 
other more Northern Climats, they 
are of ſo; dull and peaceablea.conſti- 
rution, that they want either curioſi- 
ty to examin, Qr courage to aſſert the 
priviledges of the reformation; and 
therfore gre apt to ſubmit their Iudg+ 
ments (hy.an implicit faith.) to the 
.Opinions ;of -Luther, or Calyin,or of 
their own Clergy. But with us, whe, 
xe eyery,onc thinks his own ſpirit as 
divin, and his Indgment as good , as 
that of Luther, or Galvin,or of-the 


Biſhops; wherethe ſtaurneſ5and ſtub. 
Þornefs of our nature makes us vens . 


_ Fure vpon any thing whether ſacred 
or profane, . where every Peaſant-is 
warranted by the law, to queſtion the 
prerogative of his Pringe, in-ſuch a 
.Countrey Ifay,and in fuch a conlti» 
tution of the Government, it.is nat. 
to be expected, that .men will be le 
.£ontentious in the Chyrgh, then _ 
c 


gre in the Courts; nor cangent wi 


l-6-then with that ſupremacy of-ju- Þ - art preach , chat iris 


&icature allowed by the principles of 


RT 
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Proteſtaney to bethe fpiritual- 
right of os Proteſtant ſubjeR. .. 
Theſe are ſome of the inconveni» 
encies whervnto the government.-16 
1yable by the principles 'and-proſel- 
1an of Proreſtancy ; #nd:though. 
huinbly conceive that nothing: hut 
liberty of conſcience- can, content. ſo 
many difſenting parties , yet Tam of 
opinian that before ſuch a liherty be 
granted , ſome previous conferences 
concerning Religion, ' ( like that af 
Hampton Court in K. + Famer his 
reign ) be allowed ; hut without exe 
cluding from. thoſe Conferences Pa» 
-piſts, or-any party that will offer to 
give. regſan tor their Religion, For, 
asto accept of a Bill of | 
before men examina the co 


and qualifications. of the "Religior 


AS 
comprehended may - breed © greater 
do z{o to except any Sei. 
anReligion from being examined, 
doth -argue that in our Conferences 
.we conſult not conſcience_«But-it is 
to be ſel, that education andiinte- 
reſt ( the two greateſt prgudices not 
only agginſt reach bitagkinokg x» 
amination therof)) willmake the Bi- 
ſhops and their Rigs avers from-any 
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Q ure;and ir's a great vanity for a Church t 
Fallibilityi in Expiaianng the the Scriptures,and p atoooot ona 
or _ of applying axLagaly the ſame,to every Re 
mans to men to or 
certainty pe; | Faith, and therefor: our Acts of Pee Ys ſo 
I cos Again ; FFaith is not Chriſtian, unleſs. the Believers 
holdir certain;an d'no Believer can hold his own Faith | 
if he ſubmits bob to the Dodtrine a 
Decrees of a Fallible Church : For that-no man can think him- 
ſelf certain of what he knows may fil, evident therefore it 
is, that the Proteſtant Faith is neither Chriſtian nor certain ; 
becauſe the Profefſors thereof (if they be guided by their con- 
feſſed fallible:Church)muſt know that theisF Faith may be Falſe. 
b a; olcke) —_ Fas ith ci tlie thought 
y all C ma a Faith whic ' 
by us to be Certain, ientious , Chriſtian, and by. con- 
ſequence convenient, fit-for both Soul, and State. How con- 
ſcientious and_Neceſlary it.is for the Salvation of the Soul, 
we have proved in this whole Treatiſe, as alſo how conveni- 
ent.for the State z now 1.will ſhew the ſame in_a on; and 
by the confeſſion of qQur Adverſaries. It is a 
ſay they, therefore (1.infer) convenient, and rs ni- 
formity of faith, and union of Hearts, which NN the 


FE with their Soveraign, -and among themſelves: It 1 =} | 
, I 


worl 


"pride and proper judgment; this pride and property of judgment 
the ſource of Hereſy) we renounce by ſubmitting our opini- 
anstorthe Church, acknowledging, in the fame, God's Infalli- 
Waite: and authority ; and this our ſubmiſſion procee- 
deth not from ſimplicity, credulity, or raſhneſs, bnt- we are 

iced thereunto by evident marks of Gods favour and pro- 
dence clarly appearing in our Roman Catholick, Church, and 

ho other; as Miracles,Converſion of Nations Succeſſion and 
ty of Paſtors, &c. whereby the moſt Learned Men of the 
World, in every Age fince the Apoſtles, have been evidently 

-@nyinced of an obligation to conform their Faith to a Church 
| rally qualified ; and thereforedid prudently be- 
lieve that none but God is Author of the Roman Catholick, Do- 

#ime; and we judge our ſelves bound, under pain of damna- 
tion,to follow their example. For, theſe Signs of Divine Pro- 

ce are ſo far above the force and courſe of Nature, and 
viſible to all the World, that not only the Learned, but 

| Wforts of people who are not wilfully obſtinate, muſt con- 
ks a ſufficient evidence of Gods Commiſſion, and Anthority 
in-oor Church ; and by conſequence they deny Gods veracity, 
who contradiCt the Doctrine of a Congregation that hath ſo 
dotorious,and ſignificant badges of his Divine truſt for propo- 
ing Articles of Faith,and compoſing all differences in Religi- 
on. Sothat having for our guide a Church of ſo Authentick 

Authority, & aTeltimony to rely npon,ſo vilibly confirmed by 

Ernatural Miracles, & marks of Gods Commiſſion,the ſame 
harch muſt needs have his Infallible aſſiſtance in diſcharging 

- her truſt, of inſtruting Mankind ; wherefore we Catholicks 

may & do uniformly agree & acquieſs in her Difinjrions, with 
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AME, - | agree anion 2s 16. 
ſelves, but were, and are EE as a rs 
Ty are. fancies, or occalio Beans | 
clinations,- orvt railing their fortunes. -. . 
And now our States-men may.calily,conc e which pet bot | 
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fee 19; Se@.1- * by Fran ring the Letter and Senſe of Scripture ; - 
ed Miracles in confirmation” of our 
e of Scripture, which they Preach'd;and, - 
ror the Fo gn pres life. How this ſame. Religion con-- 
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Catbolick, Ghyrch? For, wimt more convincing argumentscan 
there be of Divine and Infallible authority,than the undenia- 
ble Miracles, Sanftity, Succeſſion, both of Doftrine and 
Doftors, Converſion of Kings and Nations,&c. of the Roman 
Catholich, Church? He who denies any of theſe, muſt conſe- 
une reſolve to believenothing, and even todoubt of him- 
If, of his Parents, Country, andRel tions, becauſe no Man 
hath, or can have, a more credible Teſtimony, ora more con. 
ſtant Tradition for any one of theſe particulars concerning 
his Parents, Country, '&c. than he hath for the: Miracles 
wrought in Confirmation of the Authority, Infallibilty, and 
Dodrine of our Church; the Senftity and Succeſſion whereof 
is as evident alſo as our converting of Kings & Nations from 
Paganiſm to C large and cannot be contradifted withont 
queſtioning at leaſt all humane Faith and Hiſtory. A'Chwrc 
and Religion ſo aRrareny qualified, cannot be prudently 
ſuſpe; Atades heat, or humane Invention ; And if-once,l - 


do not ſay, eſtabliſhed, but permitred, in theſe Kinpdoins, its 
Do&rine needeth not be fenced with mbar te=m, 16mg nor 
favoured by any Penal Lawsand Afts of P arliament for Unifor- 


mity ; all which rigorous proceedings will- be ſuperflnoys, as 
4 the continual care and yaſt charges of ſuppreſſing uolay- 
ful Aſſemblies. The abſurd geſtures ard fooliſh fancies ofeve- 
'Ty humorſom fellow,orHypocrite,will not then rake with the 

common people; and paſs for motions and revelations of the 
"Holy Ghoſt 3 neither will ſilly Tradeſmen be.heard with pa- 
tience in Pupics prat non-ſenſe, and comment upon Texts of 


Scripture-All theſe impieties and diſorders I ſay,will be quaſht 

when liberty is granted to declareunto the ignorant and miſ- 
" informed people, the:Romar atholick truths, and the motives 
" that induce to believe them : and no Nations in the World 
are more inclined tojembrace the truth, and-wholſom docu- 
' ments than theſe Iſlands ; witneſs the mnltitude of onr anti- 
ent Saints, the magnificence of our Churches, & even the zeal 
of the preſent Seekers, and SeFaries, in their miſtaken way of 
" Salyation. y 
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 41:By Ul which it appeareth there would ſoon bean Unifor- 
© mity/in Religion in theſe Kingdoms, if. the Roman Carholick. 


_ 


-mere Tolerated. That the King would have a conſiderable 


_-andconſcientious Revenue (to ſupport the Honour of this 


Monarchy, and ſupprefs all ſiniſter deſigns): by the addition 
of the Church Livings, when reſigned by the Romen, Clergy, 
-n&edeth no-proof; I believe there will be found: more dit. 
.culty in His Majeſty .o accept, than in the Catholick, Clergy to 
-offter ſuch a Donative ; ſceing His Piety is now fo great to- 


- {wards unlawful Miniſters, doubtleſs it would be refined in 


_ did ſee the miſtake. Ler us ſuppoſe therefore that God 
hath-heardiour continual Prayers, and will open the eyes of 


;himand of theſe Nations, and that they will acknowledge 


heErrorsof their Education; in ſuch a caſe I ſay, the. Ko- 
-man Clergy ought to preſs (and without doubt will) their Re- 
-yenves: upon His Majeſty and the Commonwealth? 1., To let 


| ;the:World ſee they leck-not ſomuch Worldly Intereſt as the 


(lvation of Souls. 2. Becauſe the Kings Carholick, Anceſtors 
-and theit Subjects of the ſame Profeſſion, founded all the. Bj. 


.» ftopricks and Benefices of theſe Kingdoms; and it is a. princi- 
\pleand practice of Roman Catbolicks, that in caſe of necesſity, 
-$he Heirs of the Founders ought to be maintained and relie- 


-ved-by the Foundations. 


27 But; the: principal reaſon-to' move His: Majeſty nat tore- 
and the; Roman Catholick' Clergy to make ſo dutiful an 
-offer, is the abſolute coy there is of a greater publick re- 
-yenue;then at. preſent the Crown doth paſſeſs. For though 


the Enghſp Valour ſhould force advantagious Articles of Peace 


From our Enemies, that Peace will not be laſting, unleſs they 
[ſeeweare in a condition;to force, the performance as well as 
the Peace; if atany timea- breach of Articles ſhould happen,or 
new'injuries be offered. Nothing is more uncertain than the 


* »folemn agreement of Princes: ' Their Leagues laſt no longer 


-than until they be at leaſure, and recover ſtrength to renew 
'the War; and'if one of them wants a conſtant & ag p82 
| evenue 
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7 nor"the Peace of the Motafchy; nor the power of the 
$ " wn > param 5 conſtant and fure Revenue) carr 
* ul 
2 itz'therefore that extraordinary Taxes cannot be made, 
— itordinary ahd conftant Revenne,whictris abſolutely necef-- 
> iy for the maintetiance'of Peace as well as of | War; arid. that 
&- tyvdnriot contribate mich more than they Havedone, 
& the Reyehues of the Clergy may be pF op mmanen res 
gets ied-to the Cromn; Tee not ay ſcruple of Sarritedge tha - 
89" deter the' King or Parliament from- ſuch'a' reſolution. - 
; Jisnotone Carbolick Divinethinks it Sucriledge £0/2 - 
p3/t6 pions uſes 3 and what nſe.can be'more 
hp he pubick ſafety; the defetice of King-and Comutry; 
Stbjetsthe nwtijrentatice of $6 OI 
@ vetivore their lives/for'6tif repoſe ? of then Periſfions to- 
t Widows and: Children, -when thertiſelves periſh in the 
|. - fice ? Seeitis Hay this'is fawful and 1andable i all other 
2 datrics; 1 fee not why our Bret Clergy ſhi6uld'be exc 
Abo Ne mere arule aridexcepted from ſo pertienterr4' 

20? < The Poreupal: Nation-hath been ever' m&ſt:Oftleabarand 
7 pus ; a*d fince their late ſeparation from Spainy. ithey have _ 
36 af 1d the Revefities of the' iſhopricks to the maintenance of . 
"her WarupainiſFthe-Caffifinns ,- and this, withour the Popes 
: pohect e approhation*: How mnch! more lawfal-woutd it be © 

Wot Carbblick Clevgyito reſign (with the Poprr conſent) their 
 *Ripht arid Revefines to the King upon ſo piousand -publick a . 
-, Eoifideration, ; as Libtrry of Conference, and'a' Toleration of 
| th ard how rationatly may it be preſumed the 

ad all therein concerned} will conſenr thereto?! - 
"purin ſuch a caſe, how ſhall the: Kona Carbblick, Clergy 
"benizintained ? by Gods Providence, and Chriſtian Charity; 
. asthey hivve been, wheti our Anceſtors were firſt Converted. 
How are they now maintained-in England, Mullend, os 
- and (China? © Let us: nor be Solicitons ' for things of this- 


> Words l1& usſeek the Kingdomof Hedven; #ndweſball noc 
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_ the Miniſters} 


There 


of the Exchequer be ſettled in ſuch a manner, that the King 


. need-not trouble His SubjeQs, unlefs it be upon ſome Very ex- 


traordinary: occaſion; and we may be confder.t thiat what can 
be ſpared, will not-be-denied;All maſt be left to- the Piery 
and Prudence of His Majeſty, and His Miniſters. Let us who 
are but Paſſengers and private perſons in this great Ship of 
the Commonwealth, pray for fair weather, that the Sun of Juſtice 
may ſhine, and diſcoyer the dangers both of Soul and State, 
whereunto theſe our floating Iſlands have been driven by the 
tempeſtous and croſs winds of Proteſtancy, and-leave the reſt 
to God, andto ſuch as he hath placed at the Helm : The miſt 
of Proteſtant Frauds,and falifications oncediſperced,and fall. 


* hood vaniſhed into its own-nothing, through.the force and 


The ing's 
right to Dk 


_ neither can 


evidence of truth, our Maſters will not be neceſſitated (as now 
they are) to-ſteer the State according to the deceits of a mer- 
cenary Clergy,. or to-the 'Decrees ofa fallible Church ;, And 
as they-will enjoy the benefit of -our Catholick; Doftrine, 6 
we ought, not-to doubt but. that we ſhall find theeffetts of 
their Chriſtan Charity. RF, 
Peace and Plenty thus eſtabliſhed at home, then we may 
think-of our Right and Intereſt abroad. Its undeniable that 
the: two beſt Provinces; of France (Normandy and Aquitain) 
are our NOT Patrimony, and undoubred Inheritance; 
is right to that whole Kingdom bemuch- que- 
war; gs the Salick, Law (if ever any ſuch thing was) 
extended no further than Franconia, a Province of Germany; 
and had it been intended for Fraxce,theLineMale of the Kings 
thereof, had not been ſo a wen changed: .but it ſeemsthe 
French would have one Law for us, and another,or none at all, 
for themſelves. Our antient Kings regarded- not this Salick, 
Pretext, they claimed by Law, and conquered by Arms that 
great Empire z-But the difference between the whice and red 
Roſe, occaſioned the loſs of our French Lilies ; when —_ dif- 
erences 
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aired inKim Min. till even Fre: i e4aade 
. ahve Le oe hd roreſtantR WO wich 
Hebgan, 46d his Sacre coftifnetl, they haveheen fo dt- 
_ wetted and diſtrafted at home, that they Wwantecd both ineans 

wid opportiitity bs proſeente their dluith fo the det Ringdom 


Gt indeed fo long as Preteftancy toth Fo thuch premitil 
- dnxheſe Iſlands, 'we may deſpair of having any TDominion'n 
tliteCathotick Comtivent. We have had lite experichce how-the 
216 <muloys great Crowns of Frame and Spain Corffpitedto 
Wedver(contrary to theordinary'maxims and prattifes of ſtare) 
Dorkrk out of our 'haids; neither was it beſtowed wport ts 
wth any other iiftetion then of teking it from #3 when'a 
| vltbeceneluded, tho" Cirthnul Alaziarin endeavourtd 
e Cromwell believe the econtravy.But that which mult make 

ut hopes (even of Normandy and Aynitain) quite vaniſh, 'is 
— 2 -qnary whieh the penerality and nobility-of Frere, ard 
 wf thoſe two inentivn'U Provinces, retain againſt the Reſdrark- 
ww whith our former Kidgs not only profeſRd but prefer 
hers. The Nortmarand Gaſcoins do love our King as 

i tindoubecd and/Matural Prince ; bot they tre To -averſe 
deidg of this 'Relifion, that they Had rather-eadvre the 

1 iÞs0f a'feal5us (tt. Onth6tick Governivent, 'then try 
arroft the Falth and Carer of P fit. Hd truly our 
frecdings  Frehrkdand the PHiciphes Whertipor we have. 
Bounded the SerHoment of that Karion, feern't&hive ſo littte 
jnt4 tothe pet forttanee of Prothiſes, Solctwhity of Treaties, 

__ WGenpapemenits of publick Faith male rcoRoemat' Carholicks, 
War! few 6f thatP wilk-be indiiced to takea Proreſtants 
Mord; ve truſt fiEReighdhin abrier occifion ; Jeding that, 
 Wtvwth{Randing theR ibs AcliinaiforiandUDetharioi ro'make 
tis Artibles of Prate, eh 1s the priviRdgeur Proteſtanry, 
_ W@the Power of Pretogative it gives to the Proreſt ant Mori 
"te," thit'a King ——_— joft' to Papsty, withont _ 
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Truſt or Employment,only becauſe they are Carholicks ? 7 


credible we ſhall maintain thePriviledges and Rizhts of Forei 
Catbolick,Corporations,, when we make a Law that no Car 
lickſhall enjoy his own Lands, or freedom in our Corporations. 
notwithſtanding the expreſs Articles of a proclaim d Peace 49. 
the contrary,in favour of the Catholick Natives,: Therefore un- 
leſs we reſolve to be more moderate in our Religion at home,it 
is a yanity-to claim our Right,or to think of diverting our Ene- 
mies abroad. As for deſigns built upon-the Strength-of the 
French Hugonots,they can have no other ground but. our defires; 
that, Party is brought ſo low in,Frarce, that the King made his , 
oO to their a Themſelves,no ſtate ſecret ; and 
ſcrupled not to tell their Agents repreſenting Grievances, that 
Dd his Grandfather loved thein, and his Feher fark thaw 
Jet he did neither love nor fear them : And'truly all that 
can expedt fromthem, is but. the. Precbyteriavs Prayery.of Che- 
renton,and of their other Calvinian Congregati cor the ond 
ſucceſs of Puritans againſt Prelaticks and Royaliſts... But if the 
Catholick, Religion were Reſtored, or at leaſt Tolerated intheſe 
Kingdoms, by.A&t of Parliament, we ſhould be more: formi- 
dable to the Frezch Kings,. then ever our Anceſtors haye been, 
and no leſs ſucceſsful. - Nt ; and Aquitain, could have 
then no I except. againft their Lawful -Princes.z the 
Scots (n d always hindred.) would now help to Conquer 
the reſt of that Kingdom. The Princes of the. Frexchb Blood 
+ -onld not be kept.in ſuch ave, as they are-at preſent,” if we 
had ir footing in France, and {rouge Zh" tnvs. eo 
Proteſtants, were (by granting 1i zonſci -2 little 
ſweetned; otherwiſe if the i (who perhaps defire to fa- 
vour any Foreigner, whether Proteſtant or Catholickto make their 
Gouſin leſs Abſolute). did joyn: with-Proteſtants, their coy 
WOUlLGk-. 
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berendred uſeleſs,” and themſelyes odiogs, becauſe they 
ed:with Perſecutors of the'Carholick Faith. 1816 0 

; By z' the Spaniard (whoſe latereſt it” is to haye'Frazce 
-divided;, and embroil'd )' would- conntenance -vur Defigns,' 

- ad contribure-to'our Conqueſt, if we'Folerated'ath»licky 5) 
wich now hedares not do either for ſcruple of Conſcierce;br 
or for fear of loofing the Reputation- and 'Name of-the 
wholick, King, that gets him ſo many grants of Church Reve- 

ues, Comicnda/, and Cruzadas, and ſo great Contibutions from 
LIED If hejoyn'd with us (as now we are) in recovering; 
wrRight, hewonld only gain the Name and! Opiftiion of a 
Fawtor of Hereticks, and looſe the Doratives arid Devotion of 

ks Church Friends, and perhaps the duty of his Lay Subjetts. 

Bat if England did grant liberty of Conſcience, it were muck' 
more for his latereſt to diſpoſcof his Daughters, and «with 
) of Flanders to our Royal Family, than to the” Germr 
eof Aiſtria. [VE PIP OD 
ZHitherto the Polititians of Exrope have -been employed in 
Keeping the ſcales equal between France and Spain, 'to the end 
ſither of thoſe two great Crowns might gain'too far upon 
teir Neighbours,and fo by degrees devour all petty States and | 
"Gr afterwards endanger other Monarchs ; hence every 
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No yg 


own concerned it ſelf not only in'proteQting let," but in 
enting Rebellions; as Q: Elizabeth did that of Holland, and 

of the other Unired Provinces. ' But of late the caſe is altered; 
"Holland now Copes with England; the Spaniard hath had fo 
"many loſſes of armies,” Navies, and KXingdoms.that now he is 
"more pittied then feared; or'envy'd ; and Frame is arrived to 
fach a licight of Power; by uniting to. it ſelf the Provincesof 
Lorain, Alſatia; and Roſſillon;, the Cities of Perpipnan,and Pig- 
perole, (the Keys of Spain and /rah) the greateſt part of Ar- 
tis ;, And the moſt important Towns of: Flanders, and other 
Provinces, ar.d moreover the- French King hath ſetled ſo vaſt 
#Revenye upon his Crown, independent of his /Parſiament, or 
of the vote of the People, that he and France is become a ter> 
ZUL2 ror 
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meer matter O e, Wwe wAveas Or our 
Profeſſion. Yet common ſenſe dath tell <= TE 
or Terceras cquld not be gaſ park ot gs ot dong en- 
Jayed) by Proteffams, ſeeing the Natives of "po all 
Catbolicks, and rather tha live in Ad whorvngar 23 & Pro- 
reſt ant. Government, would (inall-likelihood) have: ſubmit. 
ted to'the Spaniard , and we been Caholicks, ar tolerated Ca- 
tholicks,, without doubt thoſe: Iſlands might; have been ours. 
-Whablittle advantages our Sorerajgns are like to havein the 
"_ World by being Proreftarrs,hath been hitherto cx 
eclared ; 
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